
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southwest Cooperative 

 

Staff Assignments 

 

2010/2011 
 
 

 

 



BRAUN EDUCATIONAL CENTER 

 

Principal:  Phil Smith  

Assistant Principal:  Paulette Sowonik 

Secretaries:  Shiren Cannon and Rita Svane  

 

Teachers Social Workers Paraeducators Day to Day Substitutes 

    

Julie Beasland (Egan) Priscilla Boyd Pamela Adejunmobi Jacqueline Wic 

Elizabeth David Shirley Lamping Diana Brickman  

Gina Galante Elisa Leporini Jeanette Brown  

Colleen Geary Sarah Ruggio Kelli Cole Miscellaneous Positions 

Pamela Jennings Kathy Walczak Katie Connolly Melissa Ferriter – Art Therapist 

Eileen Mizwicki 

Rhonda O’Connor 

Lisa Zitlow Sharon Day 

Carrie Flanagan 

 

Emily Simpson 

James Smotherman 

 Mary Hampton 

Lottie Hathaway 

 

Roberta Stalzer  Glen Katoll  

Kristine Tarbunas  Kelly Kmetty  

  Sherry Lapiana  

  Margaret Lesniak   

   Lorene Mason   

  Annette Mayo  

  Mary Mazan  

  Jillian McManus  

  Carmela Nicosia  

  Kristie Olmetti  

  Stephanie Porter  

  Rueben Prince 

Pamela Reinke 

 

  Kurt Smith  

  Lizett Vazquez  

 



COMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

Supervisor:  Mary Speelman   Day to Day Substitute:  Danielle Allen 

Secretary:  Debbie Scharnhorst  Art Therapist: Monique Prohaska  

 

D/142 – Kerkstra     142 – Ridge 
Leslie Peconi, Teacher    Quinn Hendrickson Owen, Teacher 

Nicole Arendt, Teacher                              Denise Ford, SLP 

Ashley Titherington, SLP    David Myford, SSW 

Megan Rush, SLP 

Abigail Kellerman, SSW    Paraeducators: 

       Samantha Dermody 

       Kris Gortowski 

Paraeducators:       

Betty Kirk       

Karen Lynch            

Kathy Mergenthaler      

Lauren Pufahl  

Kim Pyle     

Nicole Steffen     

Davina Zbiegen 

 

 

D145/-Arbor Park MS     D/230 – Andrew High School 

Terri Stangel, Teacher     Krystin Rinkus, Teacher 

Michelle Johnson, SLP    Sharron Santefort, Teacher 

Theresa McCoy, SSW     Vanessa Granato-Wagner, SLP 

Janis Petru, SLP 

Paraeducators:      Abigail Kellermann, SSW 

Tara DePaola      David Myford, SSW  

Linda Ferguson 

Lynnette Merritt     Paraeducators: 

Emily Pieper      Cyndi Burns 

Shevon Reed      Kathy Byrne 

Dianne Dunn 

Kim Hnatio 

John Janzon 

Donna Lindemulder 

Erin Shelden 



DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING 

 

 

Supervisor:   Kim Mahoney       

Secretary:  Jan Buckman   

Day-to-Day Substitute:  Jennifer Leighter and Nate Noel 

 

113a – Central    113a – Lemont Oakwood 

Melissa Padovano, Teacher    Kathleen Durkin-Mirabella, Teacher 

Kathleen Durkin-Mirabella, Teacher  Dawn Mayerak, SLP 

Dawn Mayerak, SLP    Maureen O’Brien, SSW 

Maureen O’Brien, SSW   Debbie Bernabei, Interpreter 

Rose Soraghan, Interpreter   Carol Altmann, Interpreter ½ time 

Carol Altmann, Interpreter ½ time  

       

  

 

113a – Lemont Old Quarry Jr. High  D/210 – Lemont High School 
Jennifer Ferkaluk, Teacher   Joanna Toppett, Teacher 

Susan Sheahan, SLP    Meg Healy-Frain, Teacher 

Doran Blakeslee, SSW   Danielle Koschik, Teacher 

Heather McMahon, Interpreter  Susan Sheahan, SLP  

Nicole Crofton, Interpreter   Doran Blakeslee, SSW 

Jeanette Archie, Interpreter   Monica Mockus, Interpreter 

Diana Knaack, Paraeducator   Anne Harrell, Interpreter 

      Judy Gray, Interpreter 

      Brenda Schiro, Interpreter 

  

 

Itinerants     Misc. Assignments 

Mary Burruss     Nikki Fuglestad-210 Lemont HS, PE Paraeducator 

Cindy Shaffer     Chris Delong- 210 Lemont HS, Interpreter/para 

Pam Whiteford    Dina Kovarik-210 Lemont HS, scribe 

Pat Newell     Laurie Harff-230 Ultima Stagg, Paraeducator 

Amy Savage     Erin Grzyb-230 Stagg, Interpreter 

      Sue Farias-113a Old Quarry, Interpreter 

      Laura Litterst-113a Old Quarry, Interpreter 

      Claudia Longino-113a Old Quarry, Interpreter 

      Sean Norman-113a Old Quarry, Paraeducator 

      Kathy MacLean-113a Central Lemont, Interpreter 

      Terri Thorp-117 Conrady, Interpreter 

      Lynette Smith-145 Scarlett Oak, Interpreter 

       

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DEPT. OF REHABILITATION SERVICES 

 

   

Transition Specialist:  Gary Rainaldi 

Secretary:  Sue Anderson 



DESTINY – Elementary 

 

 

Supervisor:  Kathy Miller       

Secretary:  Shirley Racz   

Program Nurse:  Debby Tengerstrom   

Day-to-Day Substitute:  Sharon McKeown       

Social Worker:  Theresa Long  & Theresa McCoy  

SLP:  Lynn Knight-Cody and Karyn Kempke 

 

D/113a – Old Quarry    D/160 – Sykuta 

Teacher:     Teachers: 
Casey Urbanik     Elizabeth Sullivan 

 

Paraeducators:    Paraeducators: 

Robin Bumber     Debra Swalec 

Dawn Price     Amber Zipsie 

Stacy Tucker      

 

D/142 Kerkstra 

Teachers:     D/145-Arbor Middle 

Megan Connelly    Teachers: 

Stephanie Bartkowski    Cathy Pekoz 

Marie O’Mahony     

      Paraeducators: 

Paraeducators:    Amy Bozzo 

Marilyn Andruch    Colleen Dravenack 

Claudia Cuzco     Donna Ebbens 

Stacy DeCoster    Carol Jegerski 

Nicole Follis     Dawn Jackson 

Christine Hanley 

Carol Mccudden 

Margaret McNicholas 

Monica Meyers 

Amy Savoie 

Apostolos Tsiamas 

Dawn West 

 



DESTINY – High School 

 

 

Site:  Oak Forest High School 

Supervisor:  Kathy Miller       

Secretary:  Shirley Racz   

Program Nurse:  Candy Chapan   

Day-to-Day Substitute: Erin McKee 

SLP: Karen Annichiarico 

Social Worker:  Theresa McCoy  

 

Teachers:     Paraeducators: 

 

Debbie Bumber     Erin Anthony 

Geraldine Keane     Erin Carlstedt 

Julie Alagna-Priestman   Ciara Durden 

Carol Vitkauskas    Ali Elayyan 

Elizabeth Wegner    Andrea Gallardo 

      Maureen Heath     

      Karen Hlad 

      Christina Kealey 

      Kathryn Kneifel 

      Viada Lagoneckyte 

      Karin Murrin 

      Kellie Panozzo 

      Sherlena Puyol 

      Angela Roser 

      Linda Seeber 

      Connie Tutor 

 



OT/PT 

 

 

Supervisor: Christina Sepiol 

Secretary:  Debbie Scharnhorst 
 

 

Occupational Therapists:    

Sue Cavoto – District 210, supervision/evaluations, DHH    

Kathleen Matushek – District 117, 230, supervision/evaluations 

Mary Walsh – District 142     

  

COTAs:       
Darlene Steffy – District 117 

Linda Talbert – District 230 – Andrew, Sandburg, & Stagg High Schools 

Irene VanderHoek – SW Cooperative program (DESTINY) 

Ann Walters – District 159 

 

Physical Therapists: 

Melissa Horvat – District 113, 210, DESTINY, Sandburg, supervision/evaluations 

Diane Perini – District 118, 142 CD Program, 230 (Andrew & Stagg High Schools) 

  evaluations/supervision 

 

 

PTA: 

Sharon Thoma – DESTINY Program 

Denise Voss – District 117, 159, 160, 228, Sandburg High School and Transition 

 



PROJECT CHALLENGE 

 

 

Teacher:       

Valerie Rosenberg 

 

Paraeducator: 

Christy Pickens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

STARNET 

 

Coordinator:  Marlene Christ 

Secretaries: Mary Ann Bonnello  

 

Early Childhood Resource Specialists: 

Sheila Bauer 

Becky Handler 

Nancy Pufahl 

 

Early Childhood Family Resource Consultant:  

Joan Debelak 

 

SERVICES 

       

Supervisor: Kim Mahoney 

Secretary:   Debbie Scharnhorst 

 

Carol Kyle, APE Teacher 

Lorrain Griffiths, Certified Staff 

Linsey Sabielny, Behavioral/Autism Consultant 

 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

     

Tage Shumway, Business Manager   Stan Osinski, Coord. of Building & Grounds 

Verna Snip, Bookkeeper    Jeremy Majka, Custodial/Maintenance 

Emma Dabney, Billing Clerk/Subs   Gordon Gage, Custodial/Maintenance 

Dorothy Keppler, Payroll/Insurance   Lee Martin, Custodial/Maintenance 

Marlene Vance, Accts. Payable   Matthew Bumber, Custodial/Maintenance 

Melody Morrow, Grants Bkper/Fingerprint Clerk     Gordon McInnis, Custodial/Maintenance 

Joe Cunningham, Technology Specialist 

Laurie Catanzaro, Technology Assistant 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 

Gineen O’Neil, Executive Director   Christina Sepiol, Assistant Director   

Lisa Whitcomb, Secretary    Kathie Piccirillo, Secretary 



TRANSITION PROGRAM 

 

 

Supervisor:  Judy Boyens  Assistant Supervisor: Jennifer Wlodarski 

Secretaries: Maria Casebeer & Pam Werr    

Social Workers: Theresa Long & Dolores Oleskiewicz       Nurse: Roseanne Calahan 

Vocational Educator: Anita Shaffer & Marybeth Enright   

SLP:  Tasha Gibson & Deborah Taege 

Day to Day Sub:  
 

 

Teachers Paraeducators 

   

Monika Joyce Donna Brunell Erica Lelsey 

Paulette Novakovich Angela Christy Linda Lesley 

Rachel Falk Rosemary Chudzinski Jennifer Matthews 

Allison Mensing 

Michael Jesernik 

Gary Cope 

Jennifer Coyle 

Margaret Mentzer 

Linda Millette 

Sue Epich Colette Doyle Carole Ouradnik 

Lynne Mastrud Jeanna Felton Lisa Porter 

Bailey Krause Linda Foster Bisan Sayes 

Cathy McEnery 

Jacqueline Wiley 

Lily Geraghty 

Janet Goodrich 

Joan Sheppard 

Erika Silk 

Ron Ruhl Eileen Griffiths Lisa Tegelar 

Christine Rifkin Marilyn Higgins Hank Toppett 

Denise Vredeveld 

Michelle Hougueisson 

Paula Johnson 

Melanie Jones 

Amanda Tuftie 

Donna Tuftie 

 James Kazmierczak Liz Vimarco 

 Joan Krol 

Lisa Sitar 

Patricia Walden 

Roger Zylstra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TRANSITIONAL EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM 

 

 

 

Palos Hospital     Oak Forest Hospital 

  

Teacher: Stephanie Siechelski   Teacher: Hank Graver 

Paraeducator: Kathy Rybarczyk   Paraeducators: Michelle Rasmussen 

            Cindy Golcher 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VISION PROGRAM 

  

 

Supervisor:  Erin Hackett 

Secretary:  Shirley Racz 
 

 

Teachers: 

Stephanie DeCarlo 

Kathleen Michaels 

Kathleen Redican 

 

Jane Nelson, O&M Specialist 

 

Shelley Gray, Braillist 

 


